SCALPED BY IMDIANS

In a2 few years the little settlement had spread over the rich lands
on Fishing and Rocky Creeks, the dwellings being gatherec in clusters, -
which there were some three or four within a short distence of each other
Not a great way from Steel's and Taylor's Forse was ancther settlement
consisting of a few families, among which were those of #illiam McKinnev
nis brother James.

In the summer of 1761, sixteen Indians, with some scuaws, of the
Cherokee tribe, took up their abode for several weeks near what 1s calle
Simpson's Shoals, for the purpose of hunting and fishing zuring the hot
months. 1n August, the two lMcKinneys being absent on 2 inurnev to Camde
William's wife, Barbara, was left alone with several young coildren, Cre
day she saw the Inaian women running toward her house in great naste, I¢
lowed ty the men. Sne had no time to offer resistance., I0g SQU2WS 32.C
her and the children, pulled them into the house, ana snoved them Sehinc
the door, where they immeciately dlaced themselves on Zuard; pushing oSack
the Indians as fast &as they tried to force their way in, 2nd urtering ns
most fearful outcries.

¥rs. McKinney concluded that it was their intentlion to xill her, anc
expectea her fate every moment. The assistzace rendsreg ov the sguaws,
whether given out of compassion for a lonely motner, °F “m pEtisy Ler
ness shown them, orovec e:fectual Ior ner grotectiion £E3Y EHB gEELwE_ G
of the chiefs, who drew his long xnilfe and crove off nhe savaceés. .08
mother, apprehenaing anotnher 2ITacK, wenl LO some gi ner neiFotors. =no
treatec Ther Lo come stav witn naer., Ienert Irownsencesoangel nis Wilay
Sara Ferguson, her daughter 3ara, ani two s¢ns, 3nd 2 voung man nemed ¥iz
Melbury, came in compliance with her reauest, anc Lok Wo Their SWSILanZ
~he house. The next morning, 'rs. rcKinnev ventured sut &.¢ne UO milie e
cows. It nad been her practice herstofore to taxe scme 45 =g fholgren
with her, anc she could not exclain why she went aigne Tois fime, Vo=
was not free from sporenension. It seemed to be so ov a ssveciel orzer
Provicence.

while she was milking, the Indians crept toward her on their hancs
and knees - she heard not taeir agoroach, nor xnew anvilflng £ill they
seized her. Sensible at once of all the horror of her situation, she mac
no effort to escape, but promised to go cuietly with them. Thev then se
coward the house, holding her fast by the arm. She had the presence g =
to walk as far off as possible from the Indians who held her, expecting
Melbury to fire as they approached ner dwelling. As they came up, he fir
wounding the one who held Mrs. lMcKinney; she broke from his hold and ran,

and another Indian pursued and seized ner. At this moment, a
her own door, which John Fergusom imprudently opened that she migh
The Indians without shot him dead as he presented himself. His mo

go him and receéived another shot in her thigh, of which she died in a Tew
ays.
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Melbury, who saw that all their lives depended on promot actuion,
dragged them from the door, fastened it, and repairing to the loft, pre-
pared for a virgorous defense. There were in all five guns; Sarah -
loaded for him, while he kept up a continual fire, aiming at tne
wherever one could be seen. Determined to effect their object of
an entrance, some of the savages came near the house, keeping under cover
of an outhouse in which Brown and his wife had taken refuge, not being ab:l
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on the alarm, to get into the house. They had crept into a corner and

were crouched there close to the boarding.
leaned against the outside, separated from
the crevices between which orotably enabled

One of the Indians coming ur
tnem only bv a few boards,
them to see him. Mrs. Browr

proposed to take a sword that lay by them and run the savage through the

body, but her husband refused. He expected
and did not wish to go out of the world hav

death, he said, every momen: .
ing nis hands crimsoned with

the blood of any fellow creature, "Let me cie in desce”, were his words,
"with all the world." Joanna, though in the same peril, could not resopc:

to the charitable feeling, "If I am to aie
first to send some of the redskins on the j
sure we have to die. Don't you hear the cr
holds the house. I warrant you that redski

", she saia "I should like
ourrev." "But we are not so
ack of Melbury's rifle? He

n looked awfully scared as he

leaned against the corner here. We could have done it in a moment."

Mrs. McKinney, meanwhile, having faile
been again seized by the Indians, and despe
safety, was doing all in her power to help
knock the priming out of the guns carried b
presented them to fire, would throw them up

d to get into her house, had
rately, regardless of her own
her besieged friends., We wou!
vy the savages, and when thev

» SO that the discharge might

prove harmless. She was often heard to say afterwards that all fear had

left her, and she thought only of those wit
pected neither for herself celiverence nor
fire whenever one of the enemy apveared; ¢
concealed for the most vart behind trees or

nin the building, for she ex-

mercy. lelbury continued to

hey xeot themselves, however,
the outhouse. Several were

wounced bv nis cool and well directed shots, and at length, tired of =r-
contest, the Indians retreated, carrving Mrs, scinney with them., She --.

resisted with all her might, oreferring instant death to the more terris.-
fate of a captive in the hands of fierce Cherokees, Her refusal to go
forward irritated her captors, and wren taey nad dragged her -sout ne.f -
mile, near a rock ugon the dlantation row occuzied by John Culp, she re-

ceived a second blow wita the tomanewk, whi

Ca stretched her insenrsible

upon the ground. Wwhen after some time consciousness returnec, she founz

nerself lying upon the rock, to whicn she n
where she fell. 3he was stripoed naked, an

EC been dragged from the sno:
d her scalp had been taken o::.

By degrees the knowlecge of her condition and the desire of obtaining hel-

came upon her. She lifted up her head, and
wretches who had so craelly mangled her pul

looking arounc, saw the '
lirg ears of corn from a fiels

nearby to roast for their meal., She laid ner head down quickly again,
) y ag

well knowing that if they saw her alive the

y would not be slack in coming

to finish the work of death. Thus sne lay motionless till all was silent,

and she found they gone, Then with great d
back to the house, It may be imagined with
woman was received by her friends and child
mother wounded unto death, who had suffered
Une of the blows regeived by Mrs. McKinney
back; the others were upon her head, When

ifficulty she dragzed herself
what feeling the unfortunate
ren, and how she met the berez-.
for her attempt to save others.
had made a deep wound in her
her wounds had been dressed as

well as was practicable, Melbury and the othners assisted her to bed.

Brown and his brave wife having then j
preparations were made for defense in case

oined the little garrison,
of another attack, The guns

were all loaded and placed ready for use, and committing the house to the

care of the Browns, Melbury sailied forth,
woods, He made his way directly and as qui
Fort at Landsford. The men there, informed

rifle in hand, and took to the
ckly as possible to Taylor's
of what had happened, immediate.
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set about preparations for opursuing the treacherous Irdians who had thus
violated the imolied good faith of neighbors by assailing an unprotected
woman. ‘‘he next morning a number of them, well armed, started for the
Indian encampment at the shoals. The Cherokees were gone, tut the in-
dignant pursuers took up the trail, which they followed as far as 3road
River. Here they saw the Indians on the other side, but Jdid not judge it
expedient to pursue them further on provoke an encounter.

In the meantime, William McKinney had reasson for uneasiness in his
absence from home, for he knew that the Indians had been at the shoals
some time, nor was the deceitful and cruel character of ths tribe unknow-

to him. He was sccustomed long afterwards to tell of &the warning con -
veyed to him while on his road to Camden. Two nights in sucession he
dreamed of losing his hat, and looking upon this as an omen of evil, be-
came so uncomfortable he oroceeded no farther. Taking one of the

norses out of the wagon, he mounted and rode homeward et his utmost spee<.
Reaching his own house a little after dark, he was admitted by the women
as he made himself known. The scene that greeted his eyes was one truly
heartrending; the slain man, John Ferguson, still lay there, and in the
Séme apartment the dying mother and Mrs. McKinney, more like one dead ther
living, mangled almost past recognition, the blood still coming fro~ her
wounds and drenching the pillows on which she lay, ©No Iictitious trazzedy
could surpass the horrors of this in real life. The wounis in ‘rs.
#cKinney's head never healed entirely, but continued to brezk ou:z occasion-
ally, so that blood flowed from them, staining the tea 3t nizht, ani some
times fragments of bone came off. Nevertheless, sne Lived manv years al--
wards, anc gave oirth to sevsral children. Her daughs

r, dannah wes -orn
three montas after this attzack, and she was olainly mar«esd wirth 2 ctcmanzwi-
anc zrops of tlood as if rumming down the sice of her ace. Harran
viciinney marriea John steadman, and was living in Tennesse2 in 1227, The
mcfaddens in Cheszer County are descendants or Mrs. Fclinneyr.

ererence: Mrs., Zllet's "The vwomen of the American Xevolution".)
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